
Today I would like to pause and pay our respects to:
2466 Sgt Allen Wilmot Louis.
Allen Wilmot Louis was born in Nelson on December 22, 1912, the youngest of seven children born to Minnie (née Pellew) and James Augustus Louis. With four older brothers and two older sisters, Allen's early years were marked by the departure of his eldest brother, Charles Murtagh Louis, who left for overseas service with the New Zealand Expeditionary Force (NZEF) when Allen was just four years old. Charles served in Egypt and Palestine as Trooper C M Louis, 6th Squadron, Wellington Mounted Rifles.
At the age of 15, Allen found himself in trouble with the law and was placed in the care of Child Welfare, returning to Nelson as a young adult. By 1934, Allen had married Rona Grace McDonald, and the couple settled in Halifax Street, Nelson, where Allen worked as a blacksmith.
On October 4, 1939, Allen entered Trentham Camp as part of the “Special Force” being assembled before the formation of the 2NZEF. Noted as a married man living in Nelson, Allen had already served three years in the Territorial Nelson Marlborough West Coast Regiment. His wife, Rona, was listed as his next of kin. 
Allen signed his attestation forms on October 26, 1939, as Sapper A W Louis, 2466, 5th Field Park Company, NZ Engineers, and sailed with the 1st Echelon, 2NZEF, for Egypt on January 5, 1940.
Allen served with the 5th Field Park Company until November 22, 1940, when he was posted to the 10th Light Aid Detachment, NZ Army Ordnance Corps. This unit was tasked with repairing mechanical transport and anti-tank units during the Allied 'Operation Compass' advance into Libya in December 1940.
Promoted to Temporary Corporal on April 5, 1941, Allen was posted to the 1st Field Workshops and sailed for Greece as part of Lustre Force. After the Battle of Greece ended in defeat, Allen was evacuated to Crete and then Egypt, where he was reported safe on May 18, 1941. Following further courses, he was promoted to Sergeant on August 18, 1941.
He participated in Operation Crusader in November 1941 and continued serving through deployments in Syria, Egypt, and the two Battles of El Alamein. During this time, his next of kin was changed from his wife to his older sister as divorce proceedings began in New Zealand.
After the North Africa Campaign ended in May 1943, Allen was selected for furlough and returned to New Zealand, disembarking in Wellington on July 12, 1943. On January 4, 1944, Allen reported to Trentham Military Camp for re-embarkation to the Middle East but was granted leave to finalize his divorce. However, he was later charged with being AWOL and desertion.
During the Furlough Mutiny, many returning soldiers protested the exemption of certain men from conscription due to their employment in essential occupations. Allen was among those convicted by Court Martial for insubordination. He was dismissed from the NZ Army on June 20, 1944, losing all military benefits and rights.
The dismissal of many soldiers, including Allen, faced significant pushback. On September 13, 1945, their dismissals were cancelled, and they were reinstated in the Defence Force.
Allen's divorce was finalized in 1946, and he remarried Beatrice Charlotte Guy around 1946-47. They moved to Main Road, Paremata, where Allen continued working as a blacksmith. 
The couple separated in the early 1950s, and Allen later married Kathleen Margaret Leach in the 1960s. They lived at 10 Paremata Crescent, and Allen continued his trade as a blacksmith. 
Allen Wilmot Louis passed away on October 18, 1989, aged 76.
He has been laid to rest in the Service Section of Whenua Tapu Cemetery, Porirua.
RIP Allen
Thank you for your service
E kore warewaretia
Will never forget
While Allen's last rank was that of Sergeant with the 2nd Division Workshops, NZ Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, 2NZEF, his journey began as a Sapper with the 5th Field Park Company, NZ Engineers. His dedication and service throughout his military career warrant his remembrance on this page.
In posting this remembrance I acknowledge the contribution of Allan Dodson, Porirua War Stories for the initial information.

