Island Hopping:
3 (NZ) Division
Operations in the
Pacific during the
Second World War,
1943- 1944

12 December 2024
LTCOL DR Peter Wood

-

2 NZEF IP




Peter Fraser
NZ’s Prime Minister
27 Mar 1940- 13 Dec 1949

Background

Map:
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/wa

pa/extContent/wapa/brochure/map3.jpg

€ VIET UNION Ml

3

SEA OF
OKHOTSK

anana
lslands
mAlLAND . % ../~ Saipan iy
FRENCH ~Guam
ugoocmNA
\\\w
<
\f)\..l o \g R d 7 '
NFJHERLANDS%AST NDIES/ "\ o, \SOLONON ISLANDS
Q\—\_\Nu‘_},‘w;,..: -~ o PAPU \\’A \
S & _ Buadalcanal .
< e A —
= ? \ N5
PaX g { . Coral Sea ©——Allied oftensives
INDIAN N >~/ \k " P
OCEAN = . . %
T l\_ \'~ ;
o N
§ AUSTRALIA Y
{
\\ /{
]
f /“/,\‘\ A
\\—.’/—\J \U/;j\ //
X
"‘\/ f Lﬂ
NEW ZEALAND
J
1 d denote major battles or campaigns of the war %0\‘10 Pacific. }

S

3
s

BERING SEA

PACIFIC
OCEAN


https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/wapa/extContent/wapa/brochure/map3.jpg
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/wapa/extContent/wapa/brochure/map3.jpg

RNZN in the Pacific Campaign
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Burial-at-sea ceremonies were held as Leander limped to Tulagi after the action at
Kolombangara in July 1943. In the traditional manner, each body was sewn into a
hammock which had a shot of lead placed at the foot of it to make it sink.Burial at sea
after Kolombangara, URL: https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/burial-sea-after-
kolombangara, (Manati Taonga — Ministry for Culture and Heritage), updated 28-May-
2024. HMNZS Leander: 27 KIA, 15 WIA at battle of Kolombangara 13 Jul 1943

“Night action off Guadalcanal- HMNZS Kiwi attacks
Japanese submarine J-1 night 29 January 1943.
HMNZS Kiwi attacking submarine, URL:
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/hmnzs-kiwi-
attacking-submarine, (Manatt Taonga — Ministry for
Culture and Heritage), updated 20-Dec-2012
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RNZAF Corsairs over Guadalcanal, 1944, URL: https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/rnzaf-corsairs-
over-guadalcanal-1944, (Manatl Taonga — Ministry for Culture and Heritage), updated 20-Dec-2012
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Special Forces (Z Special Unit) and Coastwatchers in the Pacific Campaign

Major D. J. (Donald) Stott, SOE
agent in Greece during World War
II, shown on a ship in the
Mediterranean. Taken in the period
1942-1944 by an unidentified
photographer. MIA (presumed
drowned) leading a Force Z night
landing off Balikpapan in Borneo on
20 March 1945

Online Cenotaph

George Edward Carpenter

Died 29 September 2010
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Pre-War: War Plans and Status of Forces
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December 1941: The Pacific Campaign Opens
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How the Americans divided up the Pacific
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Genesis of 2 NZEF- IP
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WW?2 NZ Censored airmail from 46627 Driver D.K.
Dowling: https://mikewhiteuk.com/stamps/1941-
fiji-new-zealandww?2-censored-airmail-20895/

[30th Battalion at lunch while on manoeuvres, Western Fiji].
Capewell, E H/Hendry, K A :World War 1939-1945 photographs.
Ref: PAColl-5645-014. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington,
New Zealand. /records/23087815
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Leadership: MAJGEN H.E. (Harold) Barrowclough, DSO and Bar, MC

Major-General H E Barrowclough (left) and
United States Military Attache in New Zealand,
Colonel John H Nankivell, in New Caledonia
during World War Il. Ref: WH-0745-F.
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New

Branch. Ref: WH-0739-F. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. /records/23073748

Major-general H E Barrowclough, General Officer Commanding,
watching New Zealanders on an exercise in the Pacific, during World
War Il. New Zealand. Department of Internal Affairs. War History

Zealand. /records/23219271
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https://natlib.govt.nz/records/23073748

 Divisional Headquarters
« 8 Infantry Brigade
« 29 Battalion
« 34 Battalion
« 36 Battalion
« 14 Infantry Brigade
« 30 Battalion
= 35 Battalion
« 37 Battalion
« Divisional Artillery
« 17 Field Regiment
» 33 Heavy Coast Regiment
» 28 Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment
» 29 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment
» 144 Independent Battery
« 53 Anti-Tank Battery
« 54 Anti-Tank Battery
« Divisional Engineers
« 20 Field Company
» 23 Field Company
« 37 Field Park
« No. 1 Signals Company
s Army Service Corps
* 4 ASC Company
* 16 ASC Company

» 10 Reserve Mechanical Transport Company

« Medical
« 7 Field Ambulance

» 22 Field Ambulance
¢ 4 General Hospital

ORBAT: 3 (NZ) Division

New Zealand soldiers during amphibious training, Pacific area, during World
War Il. New Zealand. Ref: WH-0724-F. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington,
New Zealand. /records/22777107

3 NZ DIV
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Training (NZ) and initial deployment (to New Caledonia)

THIRD DIVISION MANOEUVRES IN NEW ZEALAND EMBARKATION PRACTICE ON HMS NIAOULI
Mud in the Kaimai Ranges EMBARKATION PRACTICE ON HMS N1AouLr




Operation Cartwheel 1943- 44

Operation Cartwheel
1943 - 1044
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Vella Lavella:
15 August- 6
October
1943

READY FOR EMBARKATION AT KUKUM BEACH, GUADALCANAL
before sailing for Vella Lavella. In the background is a Landing Ship (Tank)




Vella Lavella: 21 September1943
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Troops of 3 (NZ) Division on Vella Lavella Island, Solomon Islands. New Zealand.
Ref: WH-0213-F. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New
Zealand. /records/22905390
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The heavily wooded island of Vella Lavella, scene of 3 Division's
first action in the Solomons. Flat-bottomed landing craft carried
units of |4 Brigade from bay to bay round the coast

14 Brigade: 47 KIA, 36 WIA
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Treasury Islands; 27 October - 12 November 1943 (Operation GOODTIME)

LANDING CRAFT (INFANTRY) OF THE INVASION CONVOY AT
GUADALCANAL loading for the attack on Treasury Islands




Treasury Islands; 27 October- 12 November 1943
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Landing ships under fire, Treasury Island (3rd NZ
Division), 27 October 1943 painted by Russell Clark

30 KIA (21 NZ, 9 US) 85 WIA (70 NZ, 15 US)
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Arrows indicate the move of 8 Brigade units for the capture of the
Treasury Group. The opposed landing was at Falamai, on Mono Island




Treasury Islands; 27 October- 12 November 1943

The 8 NZ Brigade group lands on one of the Treasury Islands, 27 October 1943. Note the LCI ’ CAZAMRCON L B . |
" , 4 : 4 AT N T 5 . o lsland

;: mmg:.ﬂm 3:;3: 1and Ornnge_ 2, Mono Island, in the background. The 29 NZ
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Troops from the 30th Battalion, 3rd New

Nissan (Green) ISl_andS: reCOn/ Zealand Division paint their faces black as

they prepare on an American warship for a

rald - 30/31 Janua ry 1 944 raid into Japanese held Nissan Island

(Green Island) on 30 January 1944,

LANDING CRAFT (INFANTRY) OF THE INVASION CONVOY AT Photo from the Alexander Turnbull Library.
GUADALCANAL loading for the artack T Islands . . .
oot herz bt o Colourised by Daniel Rarity.

https://www.reddit.com/r/newzealand/comments/mbo
bkc/kiwi troops from the 30th battalion 3rd new/
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(Green Island) on 30 January 1944,

LANDING CRAFT (INFANTRY) OF THE INVASION CONVOY AT Photo from the Alexander Turnbull Library.
GUADALCANAL loading for the artack T Islands . . .
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Nissan/ Green Islands (Operation SQUAREPEG

Off the Green Islands, U.S. Navy gunners fire at Japanese aircraft as one of the enemy planes splashes down nearby, in a painting by New Zealand
combat artist Allan Barns-Graham. In an early D-Day strike, 15 Japanese dive bombers attacked Operation Squarepeg’s invasion convoy, scoring

no serious hits while losing six aircraft.
ARCHIVES NEW ZEALAND




Nissan Islands- landing-

15 Feb 44

LANDING CRAFT FILLED
WITH ASSAULT TROOPS
ENTERING THE
LAGOON AT NISSAN
ISLAND. Barrage balloons
on heavy landing craft
prevent attack by Japanese
aircraft

Landing craft filled with assault troops entering the lagoon at Nissan
Island. Barrage balloons on heavy landing craft prevent attack by Japanese
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Nissan Island, largest of the Green Islands Group, was an oval of

solid coral. Arrows indicate the movement of 14 Brigade battalions.

Divisional Headquarters opened in Pokonian Plantation and then
moved to the small bay above Torahatup




Nissan Islands- landing-
15 Feb 44

@;mvu L

5 17 Mar in echelons as under:

Echelon Landing Craft

First 8 APDs, 13 LCIs, 7 LSTs, 6
LCTs

Second 8 APDs, 2 LCIs. 11 LSTs
Third 10 LSTs, 3 LCIs

Fourth 10 LSTs, 1 LCI

Fifth 10 LSTs, 1 Cargo

Sixth 5 LSTs, 3 Cargo
Seventh

but not at regular intervals.

I The force was built up between 15 Feb. the day of the landing, and

Personnel Supplies and

5,806

4,715
2,577
1,048
1,127
1,175

These echelons brought sufficient supplies to maintain the force
over a stated period, after which they came forward as requested Ay o

Equipment
4,344 tons

6,315 tons
6,668 tons
5,477 tons
9,147 tons
11,137 tons

L L

ANAHERAN -0 e
-2t 2

Landing craft filled with assault troops entering the lagoon at Nissan
Island. Barrage balloons on heavy landing craft prevent attack by Japanese
aircraft

|¢o “MeC o YAR = ‘33‘:.',"'

Nissan Island, largest of the Green Islands Group, was an oval of

solid coral. Arrows indicate the movement of 14 Brigade battalions.

Divisional Headquarters opened in Pokonian Plantation and then
moved to the small bay above Torahatup
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L ieutenant-Colonel F. C. Cornwall, Brigadier L. Potter, Commander of 14
Brigade, and Lieutenant-Colonel J.F. Moffat on Nissan Island

World War 2 New Zealand mortar crew of 30 Battalion, 3rd New Zealand Division, 2nd
New Zealand Expeditionary Force in the Pacific, on Nissan Island, Papua New Guinea,
circa 1942-1945. They are firing at Japanese barges concealed on the shore. All
persons unidentified. Photographer unidentified. Note on back of file print
reads:"...Commando raid mortar gun teams firing at Jap barges and installations. In

rear, officer observes effect of the fire in the Jap area.”



New Zealand domestic challenges,
priorities and decisions
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Ration book, World War Two. 1940s. Ephemera Collection



The division iIs disbanded

 Withdrawn to New
Caledoniain June

1944 . ¥ by ! RS . - o O
* Returned to New DY O RN T, NEW CALEDONIA
Zealand August 1944 '
* Formally disbanded
20 October 1944

* Some 4,000 veterans
transferred to 2 (NZ)
Division in Italy

their return from the Pacific in 1944. ATL image.
https://rnzaoc.com/2024/09/05/bringing-the-3rd-new-zealand-division-

home-the-unheralded-triumph-of-new-zealands-greatest-military-reverse-
logistics-operation/
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3 (NZ) Division Casualties

Bourail cemetery, New Caledonia

3 (NZ) Div: 97 KIA and 189 WIA. Also 34 fatal NBCAS,
including 16 from tropical diseases.

- Reg Newell, Pacific Star: 3 NZ Division in the South Pacific in World
War ll, 2015, p. 195

llllllllllll
ROLL OF HONOUR

Killed s sctim
Capaaln P R W. Adams
Lirutenant P. O'Dowl.
Privase H. V. Wigte.

Died of wonnds
Lance-Sergeant A, J. Patoe
Private I, D. lvey.

Dred of sicknent
Lance-Corporal E T, Chrisensen.
Private M. 1 M. Syme.

Diied as tie resuls of an acoidemt
Privatg & ], Lecoaed.

Wanmnded m actim
Priviz L. | Bibop.
Privace E. R, H Davis.
Privaze F, L Hoekisy.
Corponil G. B, Eroeaide
Prvate G. L Mundell
Sergrant G. H, Romby, DCM.
Prvate W, C Topging,
Lance-Coepoeal A Walker,
Pevare T. H. Wans.
Private L B Willis,




Observations
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Brigade training on Treasury Island, Solomon Islands. Major John Marshall (a future NZ Prime Minister) pointing
something out to the rest of the group. Taken by an unidentified photographer, circa 1943. World War 1914-
1918, World War 1939-1945, occupation of Japan, Korean War, and Malayan Emergency. Ref: WH-0558.
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. /records/22718613



https://natlib.govt.nz/records/22718613

Remembermg the PaC|f|c Campaign
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THE PACIFIC The Allied Recapture of Solomon Islands and the Battle Of the
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Questions?
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