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Map:
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Peter Fraser
NZ’s Prime Minister
27 Mar 1940- 13 Dec 1949
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RNZN in the Pacific Campaign

Burial-at-sea ceremonies were held as Leander limped to Tulagi after the action at 
Kolombangara in July 1943. In the traditional manner, each body was sewn into a 
hammock which had a shot of lead placed at the foot of it to make it sink.Burial at sea 
after Kolombangara, URL: https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/burial-sea-after-
kolombangara, (Manatū Taonga — Ministry for Culture and Heritage), updated 28-May-
2024.  HMNZS Leander: 27 KIA, 15 WIA at battle of Kolombangara 13 Jul 1943

“Night action off Guadalcanal- HMNZS Kiwi attacks 
Japanese submarine J-1 night 29 January 1943. 
HMNZS Kiwi attacking submarine, URL: 
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/hmnzs-kiwi-
attacking-submarine, (Manatū Taonga — Ministry for 
Culture and Heritage), updated 20-Dec-2012



RNZAF in the Pacific 
Campaign



RNZAF in the Pacific 
Campaign

RNZAF Corsairs over Guadalcanal, 1944, URL: https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/rnzaf-corsairs-
over-guadalcanal-1944, (Manatū Taonga — Ministry for Culture and Heritage), updated 20-Dec-2012



Special Forces (Z Special Unit) and Coastwatchers in the Pacific Campaign

Major D. J. (Donald) Stott, SOE 

agent in Greece during World War 

II, shown on a ship in the 

Mediterranean. Taken in the period 

1942-1944 by an unidentified 

photographer.  MIA (presumed 

drowned) leading a Force Z night 

landing off Balikpapan in Borneo on 
20 March 1945



Scope of the Presentation 

Nissan (Green 
Islands)

Treasury Islands 
(Mono and 

Stirling)

Vella Lavella

Rabaul

480 KM

• Pre-Pacific War Plans and Status 
of Forces

• 1941- 1943: Campaign opening
• NZ status and 2 (NZ) Division

• NZDF in the Pacific
•  2 NZEF-IP :3 (NZ) Division

• Creation of 2 NZEF-IP
• Leadership
• Training and deployment
• Operation Cartwheel
• New Zealand Operations

• Vella Lavella clearance- Aug 
43

• Treasury Islands (Mono and 
Stirling)- Sep 43

• Nissan (Green Island) -Feb 
44

• New Zealand Challenges and 
Priorities

• 3 (NZ) Div disbanded
• Some observations
• Remembering 3 (NZ) Div and the 

Solomon Islands Campaign today
• Questions/ discussion



Pre-War: War Plans and Status of Forces



December 1941: The Pacific Campaign Opens



How the Americans divided up the Pacific



Genesis of 2 NZEF- IP

[30th Battalion at lunch while on manoeuvres, Western Fiji]. 
Capewell, E H/Hendry, K A :World War 1939-1945 photographs. 
Ref: PAColl-5645-014. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, 
New Zealand. /records/23087815

WW2 NZ Censored airmail from 46627 Driver D.K. 
Dowling: https://mikewhiteuk.com/stamps/1941-
fiji-new-zealandww2-censored-airmail-20895/

https://natlib.govt.nz/records/23087815
https://mikewhiteuk.com/stamps/1941-fiji-new-zealandww2-censored-airmail-20895/
https://mikewhiteuk.com/stamps/1941-fiji-new-zealandww2-censored-airmail-20895/


Leadership: MAJGEN H.E. (Harold) Barrowclough, DSO and Bar, MC

Major-general H E Barrowclough, General Officer Commanding, 
watching New Zealanders on an exercise in the Pacific, during World 
War II. New Zealand. Department of Internal Affairs. War History 
Branch. Ref: WH-0739-F. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New 
Zealand. /records/23219271

Major-General H E Barrowclough (left) and 
United States Military Attache in New Zealand, 
Colonel John H Nankivell, in New Caledonia 
during World War II. Ref: WH-0745-F. 
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New 
Zealand. /records/23073748

https://natlib.govt.nz/records/23219271
https://natlib.govt.nz/records/23073748


ORBAT: 3rd (NZ) Division
3 NZ DIV

New Zealand soldiers during amphibious training, Pacific area, during World 
War II. New Zealand. Ref: WH-0724-F. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, 
New Zealand. /records/22777107

https://natlib.govt.nz/records/22777107


Training (NZ) and initial deployment (to New Caledonia)



Operation Cartwheel 1943- 44



Vella Lavella: 
15 August- 6 
October  
1943



Vella Lavella: 21 September1943

Troops of 3 (NZ) Division on Vella Lavella Island, Solomon Islands. New Zealand. 
Ref: WH-0213-F. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New 
Zealand. /records/22905390

14 Brigade: 47 KIA, 36 WIA

https://natlib.govt.nz/records/22905390


Treasury Islands; 27 October – 12 November 1943 (Operation GOODTIME) 



Treasury Islands; 27 October- 12 November 1943

Landing ships under fire, Treasury Island (3rd NZ 
Division), 27 October 1943 painted by Russell Clark

30 KIA (21 NZ, 9 US) 85 WIA (70 NZ, 15 US)



Treasury Islands; 27 October- 12 November 1943

Landing ships under fire, Treasury Island (3rd NZ 
Division), 27 October 1943 painted by Russell Clark

30 KIA (21 NZ, 9 US) 85 WIA (70 NZ, 15 US) NZ Mortars in action Mono Island



Nissan (Green) Islands: recon/ 
raid - 30/31 January 1944

Photo from the Alexander Turnbull Library.
Colourised by Daniel Rarity. 
https://www.reddit.com/r/newzealand/comments/mbo
bkc/kiwi_troops_from_the_30th_battalion_3rd_new/

Troops from the 30th Battalion, 3rd New 
Zealand Division paint their faces black as 
they prepare on an American warship for a 
raid into Japanese held Nissan Island 
(Green Island) on 30 January 1944.

Black and White Photograph of ships on the dock

https://www.reddit.com/r/newzealand/comments/mbobkc/kiwi_troops_from_the_30th_battalion_3rd_new/
https://www.reddit.com/r/newzealand/comments/mbobkc/kiwi_troops_from_the_30th_battalion_3rd_new/
https://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/WH2Paci-fig-Wh2Pac27a.html


Nissan (Green) Islands: recon/ 
raid - 30/31 January 1944

Photo from the Alexander Turnbull Library.
Colourised by Daniel Rarity. 
https://www.reddit.com/r/newzealand/comments/mbo
bkc/kiwi_troops_from_the_30th_battalion_3rd_new/

Troops from the 30th Battalion, 3rd New 
Zealand Division paint their faces black as 
they prepare on an American warship for a 
raid into Japanese held Nissan Island 
(Green Island) on 30 January 1944.

Black and White Photograph of ships on the dock

https://www.reddit.com/r/newzealand/comments/mbobkc/kiwi_troops_from_the_30th_battalion_3rd_new/
https://www.reddit.com/r/newzealand/comments/mbobkc/kiwi_troops_from_the_30th_battalion_3rd_new/
https://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/WH2Paci-fig-Wh2Pac27a.html


Nissan/ Green Islands (Operation SQUAREPEG) 



Nissan Islands- landing- 
15 Feb 44



Nissan Islands- landing- 
15 Feb 44



Nissan Islands

World War 2 New Zealand mortar crew of 30 Battalion, 3rd New Zealand Division, 2nd 

New Zealand Expeditionary Force in the Pacific, on Nissan Island, Papua New Guinea, 

circa 1942-1945. They are firing at Japanese barges concealed on the shore. All 

persons unidentified. Photographer unidentified. Note on back of file print 

reads:"...Commando raid mortar gun teams firing at Jap barges and installations. In 
rear, officer observes effect of the fire in the Jap area."

14 Brigade: 13 KIA, 26 WIA



New Zealand domestic challenges, 
priorities and decisions



The division is disbanded
• Withdrawn to New 

Caledonia in June 
1944

• Returned to New 
Zealand August 1944

• Formally disbanded 
20 October 1944
• Some 4,000 veterans 

transferred to 2 (NZ) 
Division in Italy

3 DIV trucks and armoured vehicles at main Ordnance Depot, Mangere on 
their return from the Pacific in 1944. ATL image. 
https://rnzaoc.com/2024/09/05/bringing-the-3rd-new-zealand-division-
home-the-unheralded-triumph-of-new-zealands-greatest-military-reverse-
logistics-operation/

https://rnzaoc.com/2024/09/05/bringing-the-3rd-new-zealand-division-home-the-unheralded-triumph-of-new-zealands-greatest-military-reverse-logistics-operation/
https://rnzaoc.com/2024/09/05/bringing-the-3rd-new-zealand-division-home-the-unheralded-triumph-of-new-zealands-greatest-military-reverse-logistics-operation/
https://rnzaoc.com/2024/09/05/bringing-the-3rd-new-zealand-division-home-the-unheralded-triumph-of-new-zealands-greatest-military-reverse-logistics-operation/


3 (NZ) Division Casualties

Bourail cemetery, New Caledonia

3 (NZ) Div: 97 KIA and 189 WIA. Also 34 fatal NBCAS, 
including 16 from tropical diseases.
- Reg Newell, Pacific Star: 3 NZ Division in the South Pacific in World 
War II, 2015, p. 195



Observations

Brigade training on Treasury Island, Solomon Islands. Major John Marshall (a future NZ Prime Minister) pointing 
something out to the rest of the group. Taken by an unidentified photographer, circa 1943. World War 1914-
1918, World War 1939-1945, occupation of Japan, Korean War, and Malayan Emergency. Ref: WH-0558. 
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. /records/22718613

https://natlib.govt.nz/records/22718613


Remembering the Pacific Campaign



Questions?
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